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  SMITHTOWN SCHOOLS RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION 

Gladys Waldron is stepping down after 40 years 

Gladys is an amazing woman; a dynamo. As a 
Board of Education member since 1978, she has 
made countless contributions to the educational  
experience the students of Smithtown have  
received and it is the opinion of many that because 
of her influence and dedication, Smithtown has  
become one of the stellar districts on Long Island.  

Our children have been in the loving hands of a 

compassionate guardian! 

Thank you for your many years of service. 
 

If you can make the October 22nd deadline, Gladys’ 
family is compiling notes and pictures from her Smith-
town colleagues and friends. Please send them to: 

 

https://app.boomboxgifts.com/

contribute/20e2ef88d4929e70059534dda1c04f60 

Why We are Making Strides 

on Oct 20th 
 

NYSUT members from Long Island will be taking part in 
the annual   

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
WALK  

to be held at Jones Beach Field 5 on October 20th.  
NYSUT has been a flagship sponsor of the American 

Cancer Society event since 2002. We are thrilled about the 
difference that our members and their families are making to 

help eliminate breast cancer as a life-threatening disease. Last year, NYSUT members from 
across the state generated more than $722,270 in donations for the American Cancer  
Society. Money raised as a result of the Making Strides walks is earmarked for research, 
education and support services. Since our involvement, $12 million has been raised to fight 
the disease with research; provide information and services; and afford access to mammo-
grams for women who need them. If you can, please donate at www.nysut.org/join making 
strides or send your check (made payable to AMERICAN Cancer Society, and include SMITHTOWN 

RETIREES in the memo) to: 
 

NYSUT Regional Office, 150 Vanderbilt Motor Pkwy, Hauppauge, NY 11788 

Members helping members:  

the ultimate display of solidarity 
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Our  Deepest Sympathy :Our  Deepest Sympathy :Our  Deepest Sympathy :Our  Deepest Sympathy :    

Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association                                    
26 New York Avenue    Smithtown, NY 11787   (631) 585-8316 

Email: ssraeditor@gmail.com 

 President ...................................................................................  Patty Stoddard 

 Vice President ..........................................................................  John Pettit 

 Treasurer ...................................................................................  Susan Fink 

 Recording Secretary ..............................................................  Donna Milgrom 

 Newsletter Editor ...................................................................  Mary Mills Desjeunes 

 Membership Coordinator/Social Committee ...............  John Pettit 

 Communication Liaison ........................................................  Bobbi Miller 

 RC Delegate ..............................................................................  Lou DeBole 

 Alternate RC Delegate ..........................................................  Donna Milgrom 

 Sunshine Committee .............................................................  Winnie Snyder 

 Technical Coordinator ..........................................................  Carl Haymes 

 

The Smithtown School Retirees’ Association is affiliated with the 
 Smithtown Teachers’ Association,  

the New York State United Teachers, and the American Federation of Teachers,  
and is comprised of members from all of the bargaining units  

in the Smithtown Central School District. 
 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of each month  
at 9:30 AM at the STA office 

 

All members are invited to attend.   

We encourage your input and newsletter submissions. 

To the Family and Friends of  
Antoinette “Anne” Ercolano 

School Aide for 35 years at Great Hollow 

MS and Smithtown HS East and West 

 
To the Family and Friends of 

Helen Buche 
Helen taught reading primarily at  

Branch Brook Elementary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the Family and Friends of 
Josephine Ciaravella 

Donations being accepted by  

Breast Cancer  

Research Foundation Inc. 
 

To the Family and Friends of 
Pete Vallely 

Pete worked as a Social Worker  
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As retirees, we have the opportunity to undertake many diverse and interesting activities and trips. 
We welcome any stories, poems, adventures or whatever you would like to share..  

Grace Pergolizzi:  GET WELL SOON! GET WELL SOON! GET WELL SOON! GET WELL SOON! Sincere Best Wishes for a speedy recovery!  

 
 

Heather Gilkey:   I  DID  IT!   Since retiring from Smithtown in 1991, 
one of the items on my bucket list has been  to swim with a dolphin. 
Well this past July, I,  along with the New York Gilkey family, got to do 
just that.  Discovery Cove, one of the Sea World parks in Orlando, FL, 
offers this  experience to those who are interested in taking such  an 
“adventure”.   Who has the bigger smile and is having more fun?  
I highly recommend you try it. I’d do it again in a heartbeat.   
 

 

Bobbi Miller:   Continued good luck on your road to 
recovery after your recent hospital stay.    
By doing what you love, you inspire and awaken the hearts of others. 
Bobbi has inspired her students while in the classroom, and continues to inspire those 
of us around her by just being ‘Bobbi’.  
Get well soon, dear friend. Best wishes that you’re getting better and stronger each 
day.  
 
 
 
 

Arthur Bryton: Greeting from the Valley of the sun! At this writing, the weather is starting to break in 
favor of pleasantness. In a short period of time, we can resume our outdoor activities, hiking, golf, and 
reading on our patio. 
 

This past July marked our 26th year in Arizona and our 25th year in deciding where to go during the hot 
summer months. Our escapes have included Europe, most of Canada, and the western states of  
California, Oregon, and Washington. This year we decided on Chicago, after our California condo fell 
through. 
 

32 days in the windy city proved to be delightful. The weather was in the high 70s and low 80s, with 
only 4 exceptionally hot days and only 3 hours of rain. The architecture is amazing. There is a wonder-
ful blend of the old, (Art Deco), with the new. Getting around is easy. We decided on no car and instead 
used our feet, along with Uber and Lyft. Lake Michigan is magnificent and could be mistaken for 
an  ocean. Walking along Lake Shore Drive is invigorating. The river walk along the Chicago River is 
aesthetically beautiful, with its numerous bridges. A highlight is the architectural cruise along the river 
with an interesting narrative from the guide in describing the history of the iconic buildings and struc-
tures. 
 

Attractions are plentiful. Highlights include the Chicago Art Institute, The Chicago History Museum, the 
Shedd Aquarium, Millennium Park concerts, Navy Pier, and the Sky Deck, in the old Sears Tower. 
Our side trips included, Frank Lloyd Wrights’ home and studio in Oak Park, the Botanical Gardens in 
Glencoe, Illinois and the beautiful Bahai Temple in Wilmette. A 1.5 hour Amtrak trip to Milwaukee  
allowed us to see the exceptionally beautiful Milwaukee Art Museum, situated along Lake Michi-
gan.  Best of all was taking the elevated subway three stops to Wrigley Field to see a Cubs game.  
Although a long time Yankee fan, it brought back many great memories. 
 

It was a great 6 week getaway. I recommend all my east coast friends and past colleagues to consider 
it for a vacation. Don’t miss the deep dish pizza at Geno’s or Giordano’s. 
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I  hope everyone had a most pleasant, restful summer.   While Labor Day doesn’t produce the same 
feelings (you fill in your own choices) that returning to school did in pre-retirement years, it signals 
the time for your SSRA to gear up for business.   

  

Membership/DuesMembership/DuesMembership/DuesMembership/Dues:  :  :  :  As you probably recall, we collect annual dues ($15.00) as of the first of each year  --  

please include the form on the back cover page of this issue with your dues payment.   Remember to keep 
us up-to-date with any changes to your contact info:   address, email and/or phone numbers.   (While we will 
utilize your primary home address, we will also include your cell number, if provided.) 
 

 Newsletter: Newsletter: Newsletter: Newsletter:         Regarding the delivery of this Newsletter:  While most similar organizations have moved 

totally over to an email format for delivery of their publications, we realize that would create real difficulties 
for some of our members so we intend to continue to offer printed/mailed copies to those who require it.   
Nonetheless, almost half of our membership have asked for the printed format and the cost of printing and 
postage is becoming significant.   Please consider receiving this Newsletter in the electronic format (by 
email), from which you can easily print your own paper copy. Please indicate that choice on the form on 

the back cover page when you renew your dues.  E=electronic / P=Paper copy  
 

 Luncheon:Luncheon:Luncheon:Luncheon:        Our Annual Luncheon will again be held on a Wednesday, in the Spring.   

A few suggestions have been offered for possible sites and I am looking into  
each of them.   Prime considerations include:  menu, convenient location,  
size of room and cost (prices have risen significantly).   
I really can’t make reservations until the new year  
so your suggestions are always welcomed. 

    

    A Thought: A Thought: A Thought: A Thought:             “We are all born ignorant,  

    but one must work hard 
     to remain stupid.”                                              
     ~ Ben Franklin  (1790)Ben Franklin  (1790)Ben Franklin  (1790)Ben Franklin  (1790)    

OFF THE CUFF  by John Pettit

 

A man spoke to each of his 3 sons when he sent them off to college… 
"I feel it's my duty to provide you with the best possible education, and you do not owe me 
anything for that.  However, I want you to appreciate it.  As a token, I want each of you to 
put $1,000 into my coffin when I die."  
And so it happened.  His sons became a doctor, a lawyer and a financial planner, each very 
successful financially.  When their father's time had come, and they saw their father in the 
coffin, they remembered his wish.  

First, the doctor put 10 newly printed crisp $100 bills onto the 
chest of the deceased.  
Then, the financial planner also put $1,000 there in 20 newly 
printed crisp $50 bills.  
Finally, it was the heartbroken lawyer's turn.  He reached into 
his pocket, took out his checkbook, wrote a check for $3,000, 
put it into his father's coffin, and took the $2,000 cash.  
The lawyer is now running for Congress, possibly in your  
district……. 

Submitted by Lou DeBole 
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Submitted by Donna Milgrom and Lou DeBole 

 as per League of Women Voters 
 

POLLS WILL BE OPEN ON ELECTION DAY,  NOVEMBER 5, 2019,  AT THE 
USUAL SITES FROM 6 AM TO 9 PM 

EARLY 

VOTIN
G! 

IS HAPPENING IN NEW YORK STATE  

IN THE 2019 GENERAL ELECTION 

SUFFOLK   C O U N T Y: Islip Town Hall Annex 

Babylon Town Hall Annex Nesconset Elementary 

Brookhaven Town Hall Riverhead Senior Center 

East Hampton Child Develpmnt Center Shelter Island Youth Recreation Center 

Huntington VFW Post 1469  Southold Community Center 

HOURS (the same for all voting sites) WED: 10/30  8 AM  to 4 PM 

SAT:  10/26  10 AM to 3 PM THURS:  10/31  8 AM  to 4 PM 

SUN:  10/27  10 AM  to 3 PM FRI:  11/1  12  NOON to 8 PM 

MON: 10/28  7 AM  to 3 PM SAT:  11/2  10 AM  to 3 PM 

TUES: 10/29  8 AM  to 4 PM SUN:  11/3  10 AM  to 3 PM 

NASSAU  C O U N T Y: Hicksville Levittown Hall 

Elmont Fire District Building Hempstead Kennedy Pk Rec Center 

Floral Park Rec. Center Lawrence Village Hall 

Garden City St. Paul Field House Massapequa Town Hall South  

Glen Head St, Paul Church  Mineola Nassau Bd of Elections* 

No. Merrick Library 

Plainview Mid-Island YJCC 

Rockville Center Rec Center 

Valley Stream Firemans Field 

Wantagh Library 

  West Hempstead Library 

HOURS (the same for all voting sites) WED: 10/30  6 AM  to 7 PM* 

SAT:  10/26  10 AM to 3 PM THURS:  10/31  10 AM  to 7 PM 

SUN:  10/27  10 AM  to 3 PM FRI:  11/1  6 AM to 7 PM 

MON: 10/28  10 AM  to 7 PM* SAT:  11/2  10 AM  to 3 PM 

TUES: 10/29  10 AM  to 7 PM SUN:  11/3  10 AM  to 3 PM 

* Bd Of  Elections Location is open  until 8 PM 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN 7 DAYS BEFORE THE  
ELECTION and RECEIVED  NO LATER THAN 7 DAYS AFTER THE ELECTION.  

TO DOWNLOAD AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, GO TO: 

https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingAbsentee.html 
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Just wondering:Just wondering:Just wondering:Just wondering:    
 I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I 

learned that most people die of natural 

causes. 

Once you’re in heaven, do you get stuck 

wearing the clothes you were buried in for 

eternity? 

What disease did cured ham actually have? 

How is it, we put a man on the moon  

 before we figured out it would be a good 

 idea to put wheels on luggage? 

 If a deaf person goes to court, is it still called 

a hearing? 

Why do doctors leave the room when you 

change? They’re going to see you naked 

 
 

anyway. 

 If the professor on  

Gilligan’s Island can make a  

radio out of a coconut, why can’t  

he fix a hole in a boat? 

Why is “bra” single, and “panties” plural? 

 If electricity comes from electrons, does     

morality come from morons? 

Why do the “Alphabet” song and “Twinkle, 

Twinkle Little Star” have the same melody? 

Why did you just try singing the two songs 

above? 

How did the man who made the first clock 

know what time it was? 

25th Anniversary  

     of the Retirees’  

  Breakfast Club! 

On the first day of school, September 1995,  
the Retirees’ Breakfast Club was born.  
It was the brain-child of Carol Schepers who 
wanted to keep in touch with colleagues with 
whom she had worked side by side for so 
many years, knowing that people can drift 
apart after retirement. So she recruited Lou 
DeBole, George Makris, and Dorothy Ascoli.  
They held their first meeting of the Retirees’ Breakfast Club at Maureen’s Kitchen 25 years ago!!  
 

Over the years, the club has grown! On any given Wednesday at 9:30 in the morning, there can 
be as many as 25 ‘old friends’ eating together and sharing their lives.  The venue has since 
moved from Maureen’s Kitchen to Excalibur diner in St. James to the Millenium diner in the heart 
of Smithtown, and now to its current meeting place, the Hauppauge Palace diner on Route 347 
and Route 111.  Our waiter Jerry has come to know each one of us and our individual breakfast 
order! We celebrate birthdays, homecomings for members who live out of town, and share in 
the joy of each other’s company.  
 

Needless to say, close friendships have become even closer, and new friendships have formed.  
We travel together; plan entertainment and parties; make trips to the theatre and the movies; 
provide one another with transportation to doctors, if needed; and comfort each other with ad-
vise and healing. This idea, which started out as no more than a few eggs and a cup of coffee, 
has become a support group of wonderful retired friends from all of the factions of employees in 
the Smithtown Central School District. 
 

So if you’re free on a Wednesday morning, and want some good food and some good conversa-
tion, meet us at the diner.  Hope to see you there! 

Submitted by John Pettit 

Carol Schepers, Dottie Ascoli, Lou DeBole, George MakrisCarol Schepers, Dottie Ascoli, Lou DeBole, George MakrisCarol Schepers, Dottie Ascoli, Lou DeBole, George MakrisCarol Schepers, Dottie Ascoli, Lou DeBole, George Makris    
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News from your NYS Retirement System News from your NYS Retirement System News from your NYS Retirement System News from your NYS Retirement System     

    

The cost-of-living adjustment benefit payments is 1.0% 

for September 2019 through August 2020      
(C  O  L  A) 

As a result, an eligible retired member with a maximum retirement benefit of $18,000 or 
more received a maximum increase of $15 per month beginning with the September 2019 payment. 
(Eligible members receiving a maximum retirement benefit under $18,000 received a lesser monthly 
increase.) 

This latest COLA brings the cumulative maximum monthly increase since COLA legislation was en-
acted in 2001 to $363 (see chart below). 

New York's permanent, automatic COLA is designed to help offset inflation's adverse effects 
on the fixed retirement benefits of the state's public retirees. By law, the COLA can be no less 
than 1% and no more than 3% annually and is applied only to the first $18,000 of the retirement 
benefit. The COLA percentage is calculated by taking 50% of the Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) increase from one March to the next and rounding up to the nearest tenth. The CPI 
increased 1.86% from March 2018 to March 2019. 

COLA Eligibility 

To be eligible for a COLA, you must either be: 

 At least age 62 and retired at least five years; or, 

 At least age 55 and retired at least 10 years; or, 

 A retiree receiving a NYSTRS disability benefit for at least five years (regardless of age); or, 

 A surviving spouse of an eligible retiree receiving a lifetime benefit. (By law, the spouse receives 
an increase equal to one-half the COLA the retiree would have received.) 

Retirees who become eligible for the COLA after September will receive their adjustment when first 
eligible. 

COLA Percentages and Maximum Increases 

COLA Effective Date  CPI Increase  COLA  Maximum Monthly Increase* 
September 2019  1.86%   1.0%   $15.00 
September 2018  2.36%   1.2%   $18.00 
September 2017  2.38%   1.2%   $18.00 
September 2016  0.85%   1.0%   $15.00 
September 2015  -0.07%   1.0%   $15.00 

September 2014  1.51%   1.0%  
 $15.00 
 

*Maximum monthly increase for eligible retirees with a maximum retirement benefit of 

$18,000. Retirees receiving a maximum retirement benefit less than $18,000 received a lesser 

monthly increase.  
 

Questions? (800) 348-7298, Ext. 6150  
or visit communit@nystrs.org      



 

Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association ● October 2019 ● Page 10    

W e’re all at that age where colonoscopies are a 
fact of life.  A physician claimed that the fol-

lowing are actual comments made by his patients 
(predominately male) while he was performing their 
colonoscopies: 

1. Take it easy Doc. You’re boldly going where no 
man has gone before. 
2. 'Find Amelia Earhart yet?' 
3. 'Can you hear me NOW?' 
4. 'Are we there yet? Are we there yet?  
5 'You know, in Arkansas, we're now legally  
married.' 
6. 'Any sign of the trapped miners, Chief?' 
7. 'You put your left hand in, you take your  
left hand out...' 
8. 'Hey! Now I know how a Muppet feels!' 
9. 'If your hand doesn't fit, you must quit!' 
10. 'Hey Doc, let me know if you find my dignity.' 
And the best one of all:   

13.  'Could you write a note for my wife saying  
that my head is not up there! 

    

Some Funnies…Some Funnies…Some Funnies…Some Funnies…  
Submitted by Lou Debole 

and Carl Haymes 

Submitted by Carl “The Quipper” Haymes 

Language is not properly the servant  
of thought but not infrequently  

becomes the master. 
                 ◊◊◊◊ Clulow ◊◊◊◊ 
 

Answers from students’ papers collected over many, 
many years.  Laugh or cry, but enjoy them!  If you know 
of any, and would like to share them, please send them 
to the Editor at SSRAEditor@gmail.com 

 

 An example of a double negative in a sentence is “Mike is ugly and he smells.” 
 

 An artificial pesticide is someone who is only pretending to be really annoying.  
 

 Q. What major problem rocked the USSR in 1986? 
A. The Beatles performed a concert in Moscow.  

 

 The mouth of a river is where the fish go to find food. 
 

 Waves are caused by lifting your arms and shaking your fists back and forth. 
 

 A parabola is a horrible disease caused by monkeys in Africa.  
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 Time Share—Margot Bay, St. Lucia, the most 
beautiful bay in the Caribbean, as described by noted 
author James Michener. Time share is a beautiful      
duplex, one bedroom villa, available 2 floating weeks 
per year. Good income potential. Asking $299  
For   details go to: Oasismarigot.com.   
Click Vacation Club Villas.  

Contact Bill Benzinger at:  nkeepr@optonline.net 
 

 

 

Classified AdsClassified AdsClassified AdsClassified Ads    

Additions/Changes to DirectoryAdditions/Changes to DirectoryAdditions/Changes to DirectoryAdditions/Changes to Directory 

New Members: 
Sheryl Gelo   119 Lake Avenue,  
St. James, NY 11780  631-584-5819 
cherryjello922@hotmail.com 
 

Michele Gray 83 6th Avenue,  
Holtsville, NY 11742  631-678-1653  
njshoremush@optonline.net   

 

Frances Kennedy   43 Pinewood Drive,  
Commack, NY 11725  631-543-1460 
kcammoc@aol.com   

 

Elizabeth Nixon  11 Carriage Gate Dr.,  
Little Silver, NJ 07739 

 

Candace Ruocco    88 Brianna Drive,  
E. Setauket, NY  11733  631-366-2256 
candacelruocco55@gmail.com   

 

Paul Sullivan  30 Mowbray Avenue,  
Bay Shore, NY 11706  631-457-9020 
oldinlet@msn.com    

 

Jeanmarie Wilson    41 Topaz Drive,  
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779  631-834-9503 
college.consultant@verizon.net     
 

Returnee (Previous Member)  
Kathleen Capozzi   23961 Addison Place Ct.,  
Bonita Springs, FL 34134   
 

Michael S. Chicvak 23 Twin Oaks Drive,  

Kings Park, NY 11754   631-544-0664 
chicvak@gmail.com 

Changes, Additions, etc.: 
Dorothy Becker 631-766-4109 

 

Helen Buche  deceased 7/6 

 

Josephine Ciaravella deceased 7/11 

 

Anthony Corbo 12 Silver Spring Way,  
Smithtown, NY 11787 

 

Beverly Daffner   use only:  7 Whitfield Lane,  
Coram, NY 11727 

 

Adelaide DeAnnuntus   4859 Inverness Court,  
Apt #105, Palm Harbor, FL  34685 

 

Claire Heatley-Mueller  (address correction)  
300 Edgewood Ave., Smithtown, NY  11787 

 

Janice Kaval   janicekaval@gmail.com   
& name correction – drop “Sliva” 

 

Anthony Lacertosa   4 Wood Lane,  
Scarborough, ME  04074 

 

Marilyn Levy 12830 N. Chancella Circle,  
Prescott, AZ 86305 mklevy44@gmail.com 

 

Paul Schlesier    1239 Honeybee Trail,  
Fort Mill, SC 29715       803-396-0332 
peschles@hotmail.com    cell: 631-384-1269    

 

Carole Siegel remove email address;  
(H)631-656-0959;  cell: 934-223-0049 

 

Mary Staudt 364 Woodbridge Drive,  
Ridge, NY 11961  
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We’re moving to ELECTRONIC DELIVERY of newsletter JAN. 1st 

Questions?  Call John Pettit at  

631-584-7564 or email your question to him 
at grumpyof@optonline.net 

Time to Renew your Membership for 2020! 

  

    

S.S.R.A. 
Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association 
c/o STA Office 
26 New York Avenue 
Smithtown, NY 11787 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 

                                                

                                        

                                          Like   Like   Like   Like     

                                        us on:us on:us on:us on:    

            facebook 

 

Complete the form below and mail it with a check for $15 made payable to the  
Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association by DECEMBER 31, 2019   

Please note: We operate on a calendar year and these dues are independent of the STA.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
If you receive any endorsed programs & services from NY state other than a pension, you  

                        are required by law to belong to your local retiree association– SSRA 
      

                                         Kindly cut out this and mail with your check to: 

Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association   c/o  STA office  
26 New York Avenue, Smithtown, NY 11787 

   
      (For those with more than one address please list only your PRIMARY one) 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________ Year Retired : ____________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________ Apt. #: __________________ 
 

City/Town: ___________________________________________State: __________  Zip ___________ 
 

Home Telephone: ____________________________   Cell Phone: _____________________________  
 

Email Address: ______________________________       ⃣   ELECTRONIC  or      ⃣   PAPER COPY 

Affiliation: Circle one:    

   STA          SSEA          SSAA 

 

 

            Security Guard   Nurses 
 


