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From The Editor’s Desk

A

Right below the photos in the second
column, once again written in blue, is
an additional link to click on to also
access the Newsletter. At the bottom
of this column is a link to click on to
once again get the renewal form. By
navigating the website, as you see,
there are several ways you can get
We have spent a lot of time and effort devel- whatever you want.
oping an easy to use website. Yet we keep getting questions regarding how to access some If you still have any questions we will be glad
of its links. The most common problem that to answer them or offer assistance.
seems to occur is trying to access it by using
Now, the latest from Albany. Common Core
just myssra by itself. Don’t! The website is
still has some issues to resolve such as too
myssra.com. If you use the dot com you will
many testing days. But, the Board of Regents
see a whole page of ways to navigate different
is now trying to “simplify” graduation requireparts of our website. The first one listed will
ments. Under consideration is raising the regive you all the parts you need. This is our
quirements for Algebra but geometry, trigohome page…..Smithtown Schools Retirees’
nometry and physics students would receive
Association.
an “advanced” regents diploma. The concept
To Join or Renew, look at the black bar above of the traditional 100 point scale would be
the pictures. Click on the link at the far right scrapped and grading would be based on a 1-5
which says JOIN/RENEW. When you click on scale with 3 as a passing grade. similar to what
this link you will get the same form as the one colleges do today. However, nothing at prein our Newsletter on page 11. Print the form sent seems to address the issue of students
and mail with your check for $15 made out to with disabilities. These ideas are only in their
Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association, infancy with more coming in the months
not SSRA. (That is our bank’s request not ahead.
ours).
Our Fall luncheon was most enjoyable and our
thanks go to Susan Fink for taking the photos
To view the current or any prior Newsletters,
seen on page 9 and to Patty Stoddard for her
just look at the middle column of the home
invaluable computer assistance in making
page. You will see a box in blue saying Newsthem available for this edition of the Newsletletter. Below this box, also in blue is the word
ter.
“Newsletter,” Click on this word and on the
left will be the latest edition of our Newsletter
Carl Haymes
with prior editions listed below it.
Editor
nother year is about to close. A
year in which our country had as
contentious an election as we have seen
in our lifetime. An election in which for
the second time in the last 16 years the
winner of the electoral votes was not
the winner of the popular votes.
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at the STA office

All members are invited to attend. We encourage your input.

President’s Message
Seasons greetings,

:Our Condolences to:

Hopefully, peace and calm will reign over
the nation and the New Year will bring us
joy and unity. It’s been such s tumultuous
election year, so thankful that it’s over. Just
a reminder, please send in your 2017 membership dues by Dec.31. Make your check
out to Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association. We’ve been asked by the bank to not
use SSRA anymore.
Wishing you all the joys of the season and a
happy and healthy 2017.
George Makris
2

Ed Condon on the loss in November of his daughter
Marybeth.
The Sobel family on the loss of
Larry, long time Music Director
in Smithtown
JoAnn Nickl, on the passing of
her mother, Roswitha Nickl,
who was the Principal Account
Clerk for the district
April Harnisch on the loss of
her husband, James Glendenning

As retirees, we have the opportunities to undertake many diverse and interesting activities
and trips. Why not share them with us? We welcome any stories. poems, volunteer work,
adventures or whatever you would like to tell your former colleagues.
Joseph Gilkey- We have a summer course here that has members tell their life experiences in a
lecture power point presentation. I am on the docket next summer so I was rummaging around
my photo collections and trying to put together a coherent presentation. I came across this photo
and I thought it would be a good idea to send it out to our members. A bit about the photo. I
founded the Smithtown Teachers’ Bowling League the second half of the bowling season in 1960
-61. I was new to Smithtown at the time (although already an experienced teacher) and at that
time Jim Erviti was the District Principal. He called a meeting of all the teachers new to Smithtown. He went over a number of things about the school district and indicated to us that the district was going to grow. He said that they would be recruiting teachers from all over the country. Many of those would be single
people and people from far from their
home towns. He wanted to know if
any of us could suggest how the district could help to make them more at
home, give then a social outlet, a way
to meet other staff members, and a
way to bring the staff together in a
non-school setting.
I suggested a bowling league He said,
“OK, you organize it and I will back
you.” We decided on Thursday afternoons at 4:00 PM and true to his word
all school offices closed in time for
people to make the 4:00 PM starting
time and no meetings were scheduled for this time. Even
(l to r) bowling alley owner, Bill
Eysaman, Elaine Mitchell, Joe
the principals were encouraged to join a team.
Gilkey, Charlie Williams, Bob Bell,
Bob Alley, Les Manigault

Now back to the photo. It was taken in 1985 with the
league at that point, the longest continuing one in the
Smithtown Bowl. We were celebrating 25 years of bowling by the Smithtown staff. As an honor,
I was once again made the league president and this photo is of all those who served as president
of the league during those 25 years, I don’t believe Les never actually served as president but he
was especially helpful to me that first year in getting the league started. It is interesting that the
back of the photo has a sticker on it that says, “Smithtown Central School District, Eleanor Koehler, Public Relations 360-7313” so I believe this may have been published in the Messenger and/
or News when this event happened at the start of the bowling season in 1985.
(more News of Members p.4)
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(News cont. from p.3)
Lou DeBole - In the October Newsletter we mentioned that Lou
was to be inducted into the Queens College Sports Hall of Fame
on October 14, 2016. It was part of the fifth annual Hall of
Fame dinner and golf outing. Lou was a pitcher for Queens
College beginning in the late 1950s. Here is Lou accepting\his
award. Next to him is a current Queens College baseball player.
Nancy Koch - I am spending my first retirement year in New York City. It is a pleasure to discover hidden secrets and things to do when you are not running in and out on a weekend. I’m
particularly interested in exploring the many walks and different features of Central Park from
the gates, monuments, flora and birds and just the peaceful beauty of having the time to enjoy it.
A great treat!
Bobbi Mastrangelo - Bobbi’s “Grate Works of Art” were featured on Michelle Ward’s blog:
October Manhole Madness.”
A major exhibit of Bobbi’s works will be
presented at the Orange County Regional
History Center in Orlando. Florida. “Plastics
Under Cover” - “Grate Works of Art” December 14, 2016.
A permanent exhibit of Bobbi’s art is hosted
by Toast Coffee House in Patchogue, NY

Vince Damato - My wife Donna and I recently returned from Barcelona where we visited a former exchange student of mine, Ana Batllo, who attended Smithtown West 17 years ago. She is
now married with two children and she and her husband Daniel brought us to places which we
had not seen in our previous two visits to the city. We then boarded the largest cruise ship in the
world - the Harmony of the Seas - and made stops in Palma de Mallorca and Malaga, Spain
before returning to Florida. During the crossing I taught Spanish every day to classes of 50 passengers. What a delightful way to spend time teaching to people who really want to learn some
Spanish. I can’t believe that my teaching career started almost 50 years ago. We would strongly
recommend this type of cruise - a repositioning cruise. You can get great deals on these if you
do some investigation.
Kay Wanstrath - I just wanted to say thanks to all who voted for my son, Robert Murphy, for
(cont. on p.5)
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(News continued from p.4)
Superintendent of Highways. As a mom, I am very proud of his accomplishments and know you
have a man with good morals and a work ethic his late dad and I always respected. I am looking forward to being there with Robert and his family when he is sworn in.
Jo-Ann Goldwasser - Good news to report on the growth of the Doggie Reading Club. We’re now
in five school districts — Rocky Point, Hauppauge, Comsewogue, Brentwood and South Country,
volunteering in more than 25 classes. The dogs are PRATT (Patchogue Rotary Animal Therapy) certified. The dogs and their handlers go into classes, usually special ed or special needs, and work oneon-one with the boys and girls. It’s been tremendously gratifying to see how the children respond to
the dogs and how welcomed we are by the schools and teachers. If you have a dog and might be interested in joining us, please e-mail jogold@gmail.com.
Larry & Yvette Hohler - We are back from Kenya, encouraged by what we learned on our visit.
After several years of agitation and the death last February of one of out kids while crossing the road
on her way to school, a visit to the Kenyan highway authorities, finally resulted in the installation of
traffic calming rumble strips that will slow traffic and make our kids safer. We finally received the
paper work which registers the Home as a government certified Children’s Charitable Institution. We
are hoping certification will qualify the Home for some level of Kenyan government aid. We’ve
hired two young women to work as weavers and assist our housemothers. They make sweaters that
will be sold along with school uniforms when the new term begins in January. We have 14 acres under cultivation and we are renting six more with the expectation that the money generated from the
maize we grow will help to move our Home toward self-sustainability.
We were heartened by our visits to the young people who are now enrolled at Kenyan universities.
We learned that Doreen Gatwiri received a government stipend as a reward for her outstanding class
work at Jomo Kenyatta University where she is enrolled in a pre-med program,. We stopped at the
Presbyterian Teacher Training College in Chuka to visit Catherine Nkatha, a sophomore standout on
the girls’ football (soccer) team. We went with Kelvin Mutuma Naari to enroll him in a medical tech
internship at Consulta Hospital in Nkubu. Kelvin Koome is completing his course work in a doctor’s
assistant program at Kenya Methodist University and is already working for a local doctor. When
Jane Mwendwa passes her qualifying exam at the end of the year, she will be employed locally as a
pharmacist. Other young people enrolled in technical schools are preparing for employment as bakers, welders, engineering technicians and office workers. We have known many of these kids for 11
years and seeing them succeed is enormously satisfying. The little kids are great too...and not as expensive.

Boys at the Home wearing Smithtown
Bulls uniforms

Larry and Catherine
Nkatha
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Yvette and Doreen
Gatwiri

OFF THE CUFF
by John Pettit

Internet: The “myssra.com” website appears to be working quite well. Please note that, for security reasons, we don’t list the names or other personal info of members on-line in the bi-monthly
Newsletter itself --- “Changes and Additions” are sent as a separate email. I really thank those members who have “opted” for the email version of the Newsletter – it’s been found to be easy to access
and very convenient to read. See page 1 for instructions if you are still having difficulty or are intimidated by a website.

Membership/Dues: My personal appreciation to all those who have already renewed their SSRA
membership – not only does it save time but also the expense of mailing reminders. If you have not
yet done so, please take a moment to send your $15.00 annual dues renewal -- the deadline is Dec.31.
The form can be found elsewhere in this issue or on- line. We’ve added a link directly to the printable dues renewal form (click either “Join/Renew” at the top of the homepage or on the Newsletter
page).

Fall/Spring Luncheon: While our Fall Luncheon, at the St. George’s G & CC, surely lived up
to its advanced billing as a terrific occasion, we are growing concerned about the dwindling number
of members who chose to attend. I am currently in the initial stages of planning the Spring Luncheon
(in late April), and would welcome any suggestions (keep it local and at a suitably large place) from
members – call or email me.

Rumblings & Ramblings: Have you noticed the over-use of the response “No Problem” in recent years? Ask a waiter or waitress for another napkin or a drink refill and you get a “No Problem” –
ask for your dinner check, again, a “No Problem.”. I recall back in the 1970’s or 80’s, when visiting
the island of Jamaica, you heard the locals respond “No Problem, Mon” all over; they actually sold tshirts with that saying. What rankles me currently is that whatever I ask or request is neither complex nor difficult and certainly shouldn’t be any “problem”. When I get a “No Problem” response, I
usually think “Yeah, I know.” Another shift in the vernacular: To me, the term “guy” is a common
noun denoting a male, a fellow, a gentleman. (I realize that there are secondary usages, also). Today, however, it’s become an overly familiar greeting as in “Hi, guys.” or “Are you guys ready to
order?” --- whatever happened to “Yes, sir” or “Yes, ma’am”? This often comes up with too casual
frequency in restaurants where I would prefer efficient, polite service, and am not seeking a personal
relationship, with my newest BFF. Of course, if these are the biggest issues I face, things are quite
OK, thank you.
We certainly hope that everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and I join the SSRA Board of Directors in wishing every member a very Merry Christmas, a Happy Hanukkah and a Happy
and Healthy New Year.
A Thought: When I was a boy I was told that anyone can become President. I’m beginning to believe it.
Clarence Darrow
From Karen Mastrella: A reminder from a great President. “Let us not express, nor cherish, any
harsh feelings towards any citizen who, by his vote, has differed with us. Let us at all times remember that all American citizens are brothers of a common country, and should dwell together in the
bonds of fraternal feeling.”
Abraham Lincoln
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This page is
intentionally left blank.
Changes in members’ personal
information will be sent
separately by email.
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2016 SSRA Fall Luncheon
at St. George's Golf & Country Club
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Last Call for Dues for 2017!
This form is the form to be used by all SSRA members in paying their annual
dues for 2017. Payment should be made by December 31st. We operate on a
calendar year and not a school year. The SSRA is independent of the STA so
any monies paid to the STA do not go to the SSRA. You can help reduce our
mailing costs by completing the form below and mailing it along with a check for
$15 made out to the SSRA.
Please carefully read the directions below before filling out the form.
1. if you were a member for all of 2016, kindly pay the $15 for 2017
2. If you retired in 2016. you were an honorary member for the remainder of 2016; (If you subscribe to any of NYSUT’s benefit programs, you are required by law to belong to your retiree association)
3.If you joined the SSRA after Sept. 1, 2016, you are considered paid
for 2017
**4. Please be sure to check one of the boxes at the bottom referring to
Email or paper copy of your Newsletter
5. The bank has requested that your check be made out to:
SMITHTOWN SCHOOLS RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION (NOT SSRA)
Kindly cut out the form below and mail with your check to:
SSRA
c/o STA
26 New York Avenue
Smithtown. NY 11787
_________

__________

__________

__________

__________ _______

Name _________________________________Year Retired _______________
Street Address __________________________

Apt. # ____________________

City//Town _______________________ State _________ Zip ______________
Telephone No. __________________Email Address______________________
Kindly circle any of the above if it is NEW to us. Do not circle any changes you
have already given to us. These changes are already in our data base.
In addition to the above information, please put an X in ONE of the three boxes below.
I have already opted to receive the Newsletter by email
I would like to try receiving the Newsletter by email
I prefer to receive the Newsletter by regular mail
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To all our SSRA members and
their families:
A very happy holiday season
and good health in the coming
year

S.S.R.A.
c/o STA
26 New York Avenue
Smithtown, NY 11787
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