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Congratulations 2016 Retirees!

From the Editor’s Desk

O

nce again it is my pleasure to congratulate the newest retirees from our district and welcome them into the SSRA
(Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association). All
of you will be complimentary members for the
remainder of 2016. The SSRA is made up of
all former employees of the district. We hold
two luncheons per year, distribute our Newsletter, try to keep you apprised of legislation affecting your retirement (see p.10) and most recently, now maintain a website at: myssra.com
which I encourage you to visit. If we have your
email address we will let you know when the
Newsletter will be online for viewing. For
those without computers or who would prefer
to receive a paper copy just let us know.

STA Members
Toby Abel (Feb. 2015)
Jacqueline Archer (Nov. 2015)
Bernadette Bartolotto
Jane Seckel Cassidy
Carole Coloe
Jane Feller
Lori Gottheim
Nancy Koch
Joan Lopardo
Louise Mahler
Terrence Martin (Feb. 2016)
Cynthia McCready
Lee Nocero
Eileen Pereca
Jennie Sardone
Elizabeth Waldvogel

As noted in column 1, Mary Mills, the long
time STA secretary is retiring. I cannot say
enough about Mary and how helpful she has
been not only to the STA members but to all of
us in the SSRA. To me personally, she has
been so instrumental in assisting me in getting
out this newsletter to you over the years. Besides assisting and teaching me so many computer skills, Mary is responsible for the biannual Directory, runs off the Newsletter when
I am in Florida for the winter, and has done
countless other tasks for us. I want to wish
Mary a very healthy and enjoyable retirement.
To Corinne Forzano, welcome aboard.

Administrators
Karen Ricigliano
Edwin Thompson

STA Secretary
Mary Mills

Carl Haymes

Enjoy Your Retirement!

Editor
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at the STA office

All members are invited to attend. We encourage your input.

Congratulations
to:

President’s Message
First, I would like to welcome all new
retirees into our SSRA. I hope you all
have a very healthy and happy retirement for many years to come.

Karen and George
Makris on the birth
of a new grandson,
Rudy William,
born on March
16th.

Secondly, I would like to make all our
members aware of the pending vote on
revising or amending the NY State Constitution which is to be on the ballot in
November of 2017.
A convention
could have an affect on our pensions.
An article on why we should not have
one appeared in the recent RC 23
newsletter and was written by Joan
Perrini, who is our NYSUT Retiree Consultant. The article appears on page 9
of this edition.

Bobbi Miller on the birth of twin
great grandsons, Leo and Ronan,
weighing 5.1 & 5.6 pounds. They
are Bobbi’s 6th and 7th great
grandchildren. The twins were
born in March.

Stay well
George Makris
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As retirees, we have the opportunities to undertake many diverse and interesting activities
and trips. Why not share them with us? We welcome any stories. poems,
adventures or whatever you would like to tell your former colleagues.

REVISITING PARADISE
by Wendy Erdman-Surlea
In February, my husband Peter and I were honored and privileged to attend the 100th birthday celebration of
my cousin Jean Erdman Campbell in Honolulu. Hosted by the Joseph Campbell Foundation, the event included a tribute to Jean’s lifelong career in dance presented at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, followed
the next day by a dinner party at the Outrigger Canoe Club in Waikiki.
Jean Erdman Campbell has been an inspiration to performing artists throughout her adult life. Her father,
my great uncle John Pinney Erdman, a descendant of the first governor of Liberia, travelled as a missionary
to Japan at the end of the 19th century and eventually settled in Oahu, where he married into a prominent
Hawaiian family. His third daughter, Jean, was raised and schooled in Honolulu where she was influenced
by Polynesian dance styles as well as the work of modern dance pioneer Isadora Duncan. Jean attended the
Bennington School of the Dance and Sarah Lawrence College. In 1938 she married mythologist Joseph
Campbell, and embarked on a lifetime of artistic fulfillment. She was a principal dancer with the Martha
Graham Company. Subsequent tours of the Far East with her one woman dance show and a theatrical production, The Coach With the Six Insides, based on James Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake, brought her international fame. She collaborated with Joseph Papp on the Broadway production of Two Gentlemen of Verona
and in the 1970’s formed the Theater of the Open Eye in New York City.
Jean was my father’s first cousin, and her artistry impressed me at an early age. I collaborated with her in
the Open Eye theater company, participating as a musician and actress, from 1971 to 1977. The company,
led by Jean and Joe, created original “total theater” productions with largely mythological undertones, inspired by W.B. Yeats, Paul Gauguin, Robert Frost, Eskimo poetry and Haitian vodun, among others. We
presented our work in New York and toured the United States, Canada and of course the Hawaiian Islands.
Later, Jean was even partly responsible for my being hired to teach in Smithtown since Larry Sobol granted
me an interview upon seeing the Erdman name. He knew of Jean’s work with John Cage, Lou Harrison,
Merce Cunningham and other notable artists over the years.

Peter Surlea and
Wendy ErdmanSurlea on Diamond
Head in Hawaii

Jean Erdman Campbell
on her 100th birthday

About fifty of Jean’s relatives and several performing artists who had worked with her over the years attended the birthday party in Honolulu. Hawaii’s Governor David Inge and Barak Obama sent tributes. The
mayor of Honolulu proclaimed February 16, 2016 “Jean Erdman Day.” It was a beautiful party concluding
with a glorious sunset over the Pacific Ocean.
(see Members p. 4)
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Members (cont. from p. 3)
While it was an extraordinary treat to participate in this unique event and to see Jean again. I was
able to reunite with a number of other relatives. We found my third cousin Pardee Erdman at his
extensive cattle ranch and winery (Ulupalakua Ranch and Maui Wines) in Kula, Maui. I remember Pardee’s grandfather, the head of Princeton’s Theological Seminary when I was in high
school there, who at age 93 introduced me to the music of a “hot young performer,” Elvis Presley!
I shared family anecdotes over dinner with Jean’s nephew, my second cousin, Pono Von Holt
who owns another dude ranch and cattle farm (Ponoholo Ranch) on the big island of Hawaii. He
takes pride in using farming methods that revitalize the natural resources of the earth. We also
met the pet goats and rescued cats of yet another cousin, Terry Partlon, who migrated to Hawaii
fifty years ago and ended up becoming a nature photographer. His mother and his daughter are
among the dancers who were influenced by Jean.
I grew up hearing stories about Hawaii and it is an intense experience to visit the islands. Jean’s
birthday provided a memorable excuse to make the journey again, to explore vistas like the Haleakala crater in Maui, to sample ethnic foods at the Kailua Farmer’s Market and to witness the remarkable “Eddie” surfing contest in Haleiwa which took place while we were there. And of
course to pursue my passion for salt water swimming. I can’t wait for a chance to go back.
********************************************
Kay Wanstrath - You may remember me as Kay Murphy, secretary for Al Mastrangelo at High
School West from 1973 to 1989. I am also the proud mother of Robert Murphy who is presently
the acting Superintendent of Highways in Smithtown. Robert and his wife, Kim, are both 1981
graduates of High School East . They are the caliber of graduates Smithtown Schools can be
proud to call their own. I thought as a teachers’ group you would be pleased to know of one of
your students is now a leader in the community. This goes to show how parents and teachers
working together promote good citizens for the future of our nation.
Warren Parnell - We were informed by
Betty Parnell that Warren celebrated his 90th
birthday in January with his family in Florida.

Fred Baron - Fred was one of several admit
ted to the Smithtown Athletic Hall of Fame
on May 7th. The induction ceremony was
held at the Hyatt Regency in Hauppauge.
Fred started as an assistant coach with no prior

wrestling experience and served as the head
coach from 1959-1961. Fred was introduced
by John Van Derofske, a Smithtown graduate
who credited Fred with keeping the wrestling
program going.
Larry Hohler - Hope Childrens’ Home in
Kenya has made great strides over the years.
However, donations from its supporters are
greatly needed to further the education of these
youngsters. See hopechildrensfund.org
for more information.
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Are You One of These?

Have you been relaxing too much in
your retirement and forgotten to pay
your dues for this year? Remember,
the SSRA is separate from the STA
and NY State requires all retirees
who receive any NYSUT benefits
other than their pension to be a
member of their local retiree association. We operate on a calendar year
and dues were to be paid by January
1st.

Language is not properly the servant of
thought but not infrequently becomes the
master.
***** Clulow*****
Answers from students’ papers collected over
many, many years. Laugh or cry, but enjoy them!
If you know of any, and would like to share them,
send to sasraeditor@optonline.net.
Monopolies are negative things for consumers because it takes about 5 hours to complete a game.
Potential energy talks a lot but doesn’t do
much.

But we still haven’t heard from a
handful of prior members. We will
have to remove you from our mailing list unless we hear from you
soon. So, if you have yet to pay,
kindly fill out the form below and
mail it with a check for $15 to:
SSRA, c/o STA Office, 26 New York
Ave., Smithtown, NY 11787.

The government relocated the Native Americans to reservoirs.
The Antarctic ocean is filled with ants because of the cold.
At the Iowa caucus they counted the dead
animals in the state.
The sun rises in the east and sets in the
west. That’s why it is hotter in the east.

SSRA Dues
Name __________________

Year Retired _______

Street Address ___________________

Apt. # ___________

City/Town ___________________

State ______ Zip ________

Telephone No. ______________ Email Address _______________
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2016 SSRA Spring Luncheon at

6

IRISH COFFEE PUB
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SSRA Holds April Luncheon

SSRA Awards to Two Seniors
On June 2, our two high schools held
the annual awards night. Our SSRA is
always a willing participant and has
each high school’s guidance department select a recipient for us. The
$500 awards, are given to a senior who
displays a combination of community
service, good character and academics.
This year’s winners were Sierra

On April 20, the SSRA held its spring
luncheon at the Irish Coffee Pub in
East Islip. As usual the food was excellent and our members had the opportunity to get together with those we
formerly worked with and as is our
custom at our luncheons we collect
donations for one of Smithtown’s food
pantries. We collected $530 from
those in attendance which was then
given to the food pantry at St. Philip
and James.

Wasielawski from High School East and
Skyler Van Nostrand from High School
West. Congratulations to
these two seniors!

The next retiree luncheon will be in
October at a site and date not yet determined.

Members (cont. from p. 4)
Joseph Gilkey - While spending a few days at an Orlando resort we met up with Winnie and
Charles Ching for lunch. Winnie is the former library/media specialist at Tacken Elementary
School. The resort is the Hilton Orlando at Bonnet Creek ... a lovely place and I highly recommend
it if you are visiting Disney World. We were there to celebrate Heather’s birthday. I invited Winnie and Charles as a surprise to Heather...and they did just that. The Chings have lived in nearby
Kissimmee since Winnie’s retirement. We frequently contact them when we are going to be relaxing in Orlando. If we are entertaining family there or we are with Gainesville friends, or busily
engaged in other activities we may not see them. We always find it great to renew old acquaintances. It helps to hold back for a short period of time the march of time.

8

Reasons We Don’t Want a NYS Constitutional Convention in 2017
Article 19, Section 2 of the New York State Constitution provides that every 20 years the people of the Empire State are asked a seemingly simple ballot question: “Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution and amend the same?” This question will appear at the top of the ballot on November 7, 2017 and it
will have a huge impact not only on NYSUT members, but on every citizen of the state.
Many of you have asked “Why is this s\o important to me as a NYSUT member? What’s at stake? Well
you must know that teachers are not the only ones at risk. Every person who lives and works in New York
State will be affected. In the 1967 Convention, voters rejected the proposed changes - 85.1% to 27.9%. In
1997 voters rejected the last required call for a Constitutional Convention.
Those rejections were not by accident. Many groups worked together to convince voters that holding a convention was not in the best interests of the people of the state. These groups included:
Public and Private Organized Labor (includes government workers, police and teachers). These two
groups joined forces and fought against the Convention in 1997 because the Constitution prohibits reductions in public pension benefits and guarantees the rights of workers to join a union, the rights to collective bargaining, and the right to Workers Compensation.
Environmentalists and Conservationists who did not want to see the repeal of the “forever wild” provisions that protect environmentally sensitive areas.
Advocates for Public Education At All Levels (and this includes parents)
Back in 1967 a proposal was included to repeal the “Blaine Amendment” which prohibits the use of
state monies being used to assist religious schools. Had this repeal not been rejected by the voters, public education would be seriously weakened in New York.
Casino and Gaming Interests who didn’t want to see additional expansion to compete with what currently exists.
All Citizens and Taxpayers Changes would affect other current laws and future statutes, and that would
impact every citizen and taxpayer in New York State.
Social Welfare Advocates who seek to maintain the requirement that New York State provide for the
underprivileged which could be eliminated to save money.
Fiscal Conservatives and Government Watchdog Groups who want to keep a check on our debt limits
and. therefore, were concerned with “spending millions of dollars to hold a party in Albany” especially
when voters rejected all of the changes made by one of the last Conventions held.
We need to understand what is at stake and what you can do to help. For one thing, let your fellow retirees know about the plans for a 2017 convention and what the proposed changes would mean to them.
A good example of a negative issue that could be raised has to do with pension rights. Currently, it
states that once hired as a public employee.
Spread the word.
Our success depends on it.
February 18, 2016

Joan Perinni
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This page is
intentionally left blank.
Changes in member’s personal
information will be sent separately
by email.
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ANNUAL

VOTE COPE DRIVE
Is On!
VOTE/COPE is NYSUT’s political action fund that
supports campaigns and candidates who have shown support
for public education legislation.
There have been recent attacks on public education and public
employee unions. There is no better time to ensure your voice
is heard on NYSUT’s efforts to protect
… public education
… access to health care
… retirement security
… labor rights and public pension benefits
in addition to
… the rights of employees to join a union and bargain collectively
We have come a long way, but we must march forward together.
Send your donation made payable to:
VOTE/COPE
to: SSRA, c/o STA
26 New York Avenue, Smithtown, NY 11787
Suggested Contribution is $20 - Thank you for your participation!

S.S.R.A.
26 New York Avenue
Smithtown, NY 11787
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