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SMITHTOWN SCHOOLS RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION

Volume 22 / Issue 2

December 2021

May your holidays sparkle with joy and laughter
with family and friends.
The Executive Board of the
Smithtown Schools Retiree’s Association
would like to wish you and your family
a very happy holiday season spent with all
the people you love,
and a healthy new year filled with
all of the things you love to do.
Be well. Stay safe. Enjoy.
Best wishes,
The Executive Board of the
Smithtown Schools Retiree’s Association

Patty Stoddard, President

Join Us!
We are an organization that thrives on your contributions.
We need your input, your stories, your experiences,
and your wisdom.
And sometimes, we could use your help.
If you have a talent you’d like to share with the SSRA,

please join us.
Email ssraeditor@gmail.com
to discuss the possibilities!
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John Pettit
Susan Fink
Donna Milgrom
John Pettit
Richard Davis
June Smith
Bobbi Miller
Lou DeBole
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Wini Snyder
Larry Hohler
Karen VanDover
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The Smithtown School Retirees’ Association is affiliated with the
Smithtown Teachers’ Association, the New York State United Teachers,
and the American Federation of Teachers,
and is comprised of members from all of the bargaining units in the Smithtown Central School District.
Monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM at the STA office
Visit our website at: myssra.com and Like us on facebook

Editor’s Note:
I set up my annual SSRA dues payment online
with my bank. It was so easy!
I set up a RECURRING payment,
payable to the SSRA, to be made annually
annually on
December 1st of each year, for our $15.00 dues.
It can be cancelled or changed at any time.
Your bank will need to know where to send your check.
Please include our address:
Smithtown Schools Retiree’s Association
26 New York Avenue, Smithtown, NY 11787
It sure takes the guess work out of paying dues, and I won’t
have to worry about writing a duplicate check payment
ever again!

~m.millsm.mills-desjeunes
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Our Deepest Sympathy :
♦ To the Family and Friends of
Randee Chlystun
It is with such sadness that I’m telling
you of the passing of Randee Chlystun,
wife of Michael Chlystun, Smithtown HS Chairperson.
Randee was a language teacher, teaching French,
in the middle schools.
The family has decided not to sit Shiva.
Mike invites you to make a generous donation
in Randee's memory to your favorite charity,
or, perhaps,
to the Greg Sill Scholarship Fund,
or the Michael Chlystun Scholarship Fund for Smithtown HS graduating students.

Michael ‘sends Randee’s love to all her dear Smithtown friends.’
Condolences can be sent to:
Michael Chlystun
35 Bergen Lane
Blue Point, NY 11715

♦ To the Family and Friends of James Myers
After a long life, James Myers passed away on
October 21, 2021.
Jim was a Physical Education teacher and Baseball coach at
Smithtown High School East.
He was the former husband of Phyllis Myers.

♦ To Ben Watford
On the loss of his wife, Barbara

Ten Commandments for Seniors
Submitted by Lou DeBole
 Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice.
 You don't need anger management. You need people to stop making you mad.
 Your people skills are just fine. It's your tolerance for idiots that needs work.
 “On time” is when you get there.
 The biggest lie you tell yourself: “I don't need to write that down. I'll remember it. "
 Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure does muffle the sound.
 "One for the road" means going to the bathroom before you leave the house.
 Lately, you've noticed people your age are so much older than you.
 Growing old should have taken longer.
 You still haven't learned to act your age, and hope you never will.
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Get Well Soon wishes to our friend and colleague

JOHN PETTIT
Hoping that you are feeling better
and getting stronger every day!

Our thoughts and prayers to our friend

PHYLLIS HEGER-HEINEN
Our love and best wishes
for a speedy recovery !

Submitted by Lou DeBole

Remember to send your
Social Security Statement for
reimbursement of your
Medicare Payments
to:

Smithtown School District
ATTN: Employee Benefits
26 New York Avenue
Smithtown, NY 11787

If your yearly income in 2020 (for what you pay in 2022) was:
FILE INDIVIDUAL
TAX
RETURN

FILE JOINT TAX
RETURN

FILE MARRIED &
SEPARATE
TAX RETURN

YOU PAY EACH
MONTH
(IN 2022):

$91,000 OR LESS

$182,000 OR LESS

$91,000 OR LESS

$170.10

Above $91,000 up to
$114,000

Above $182,000 up to
$228,000

NOT APPLICABLE

$238.10

Above $114,000 up to
$142,000

Above $228,000 up to
$284,000

NOT APPLICABLE

$340.20

Above $142,000 up to
$170,000

Above $284,000 up to
$340,000

NOT APPLICABLE

$442.30

Above $91,000 and less
than $409,000

$544.30

$409,000 and above

$578.30

Above $170,000 and less Above $340,000 and less
than $500,000
than $750,000
$500,000 or Above

$750,000 and Above
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On the minds of our members……


Once a Teacher, Always a Teacher …..
By Joe Gilkey

As teachers we have gotten great joy out of watching our students
grow, learn, and go on to accomplish fulfilling lives. Frequently when
we retire we lose that wonderful feeling of having guided a young
person- or adult- to new and unexplored knowledge.
I have been fortunate to have had the opportunity a number of times during my
retirement years to engage in opportunities that give me the same feelings I had when
teaching. One of my continuing opportunities has been to give travel talks to the other
adults who live where I live. I try to make these talks not only informative about the
place I am talking about, but I also try to expand that travel information to include
historical background of the place, thereby expanding any experience they may have
already had with the place. Standing in front of a group and sharing knowledge with
them helps to renew the spirit of teaching for me.
My second opportunity occurred when I chaired the Travel and Events committee
here at Oak Hammock. I was asked if I could work with a group of students from the
University of Florida and help them to fulfill an assignment. These were students from
the College of Health and Human Performance. The course they were involved in was
the planning of trips and/or special events. I guided and worked with them as they
planned and carried out a successful trip and then they planned a Halloween party for
the members of Oak Hammock. I had the students for a full semester. Their professor
joined us for the trip they planned.
Currently, I am working with a group of five students from various health related
schools at the University. They work as a healthcare team and they are composed of 2
pharmacy students, 1 nursing student, 1 dental school student, and a medical school
student. I have only met them through Zoom, but our exchanges have been
exhilarating and I look forward to our sessions. They have an outline of questions they
are to seek answers to and if I have a problem we try to work through it as a team. In
turn I present them with information I have gathered because of my age compared to
their 20-somethings. They work well as a team and they learn that they can work with
others in the health care of their patients.
So, my guess is that once a teacher, always a teacher and I have had the great
good fortune to exercise that possibility and to enjoy once again using those skills I
learned a long, long time ago.

THANK

Y O U!

To All Healthcare, First Responders
and Essential Workers.
Your dedication, sacrifice and commitment
will never be forgotten.
(Continued on page 6)

Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association ● December 2021 ● Page 5

(Continued from page 5)

Congratulations & Best Wishes to
Bill and Debby Benzinger
Hi everyone, I’d like to introduce my granddaughter to you all.
We waited a long time to meet her.
Will send more pics in the next 20 years!
Please Welcome WINIFRED LEE HOGAN


Bon Voyage ???….. By Wendy Erdman-Surlea

For all of you who are itching to travel abroad, my recent experience may be enlightening.
My husband and I flew to UK and Romania to visit relatives at the beginning of November. We are
both fully vaccinated so no quarantine was needed, but we had to:
1. Pre-order Covid tests to be self-administered within two days of arrival in the UK. These tests
had to be delivered to the address where we would be staying, but we weren't able to order them
from US. So we contacted my niece in England who ordered the tests to be sent to her house.
Each test cost GBP 25 (about $35). It may be possible to pre-order from US on the Boots Chemist
website, but they charge more.
2. Fill out a Passenger Locator Form for each passenger. This sounds easy but cannot be done
before 48 hours prior to departure and requires strict attention to detail. For instance, if the spacing of the Post Code is incorrect, you have to start over. Also, when my husband completed this
form in Romania, where he took a quick side trip to visit his mother, the UK Gov charged him $55.
There was no charge when we completed this in US. My husband also had to pre-order an additional test to be taken upon arrival in UK, even though we would be returning to US with three
days. He therefore had to take two tests in two days!
3. You will be asked to enter the CODE of the test you pre-ordered into the Passenger Locator
Form. Make sure you order these tests in plenty of time to get the CODE before you start the
locator form.
4. Returning to US requires another Covid Test within three days of departure. We found an
testing site called THE REGENERATIVE CLINIC which has branches in various sites around UK.
(We used the one in Cambridge.) These tests cost GBP 39 (about $54). They have to be done in
front of the clinician, so are more expensive.
5. Finally, the airline needs you to submit an Attestation of Vaccine Status on a site called
VeryFly. I had no problem using this to leave US, but returning, the app wouldn't let me choose
US as a destination. This meant getting assistance at Heathrow, which took about 20 minutes to
accomplish.
As you can see, the stress and cost of these requirements are significant. Fortunately, the visit
was worth it, and British Airways had a sale fare which made it a bit less expensive.
After being on Covid restrictions for so many months, it was refreshing to get away and see loved
ones. I am sharing this to let people know that it is possible to fly again, but not as easy as in the
good old pre-Covid days.
(Continued on Page 7)
Did you ever wake up, kiss the
person sleeping beside you, and
feel glad that you are alive?
Well, I just did, and
apparently I will not be allowed
on this airline again …..
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(Continued from page 6)
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Woman’s Place IS in the [Hope Children’s] Home

By Larry Hohler

In Africa, men have traditionally been in charge. When Yvette and I first visited Kenya in 1976,
it was common to see families walking on the the side of the road, the husband in front carrying
very little, and his wife behind, with a baby strapped to her back and parcels in both hands.
Another common sight was women walking with heavy bundles of firewood on their backs, that
would provide fuel for cooking fires that heated the family meals. Kenyan society is changing, and
these sights are not as common now.
The number of women in education is changing too. At the Coffee Cooperative funded the
Harambee Secondary School where we taught, (Harambee is Swahili for “Let’s All Pull
Together”), most of our fellow faculty members were male Form Four leavers – high school graduates with no extra training. The only other women besides Yvette were two Indian educators.
When we went back for the opening of Hope Children’s Home in 2005, the school had
expanded and now was educating only girls. The principal was a woman, and a number of the
teachers were women with college degrees. Much as before, farm women make up most of the
people selling their produce, but now many have cell phones, and can determine the value of the
of foodstuffs they sell. Elosy Kinya is an orphan that we had been mentoring since the Home
opened. She is now a young adult, and a new mother. Elosy is the owner of a small business, selling flip flops, chickens, and eggs in an outdoor market outside of the Meru town center. Her more
educated sisters are now employed in local banks and other more modern places of business.
When the Home’s founder, Joe Kirima, died in
2019, we were concerned about what might become of the Home and the farm that supports
it— a $100,000 a year operation. We need not
have worried. His widow, Veronica Kirima, has
taken over operation of the Home. A primary
school teacher who we have known since our
2006 visit, she was never very vocal, and was
also very deferential to her husband. When she
took over, we were amazed at how quickly she
assumed leadership. Betty Gakii, a young
woman who grew up at the Home, attended university, taught in a secondary school, and now
serves as an assistant to Mrs. Kirima. She has
taken over accounting chores at the Home.
Veronica has proven to be a more effective fund
raiser than her husband. At our recent BiContinental Run, she was able to raise $1,500,
something that in previous races, he was never
able to do. We raised $4,500 on the USA side!
Men are still in control at the upper levels of
Kenyan society, but now some women represent
their Home Districts in local government, and a
few occupy important positions in Kenya’s central
administration. That’s good news for Kenya! The
roles of women in Kenyan society have evolved
in a very positive direction since my first visit 45
Reprint from the Port Times Record—10/21/2021
years ago.
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FOR ADDITIONAL HEALTH ADVICE, VISIT:
https://www.uhc.com/
health-and-wellness/nutrition
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Additions/Changes to Directory
Fran Anusiak aidansgrandmafa@yahoo.com

Paula Kaplan

631-786-1107

Dorothy Becker

add cell: 631-766-4189

Fran Kennedy

add cell: 631-987-7003

Gilda Burack

add cell: 631-804-0484

Marilyn Levy

Judith Chambers

add: Apt. 302A

Nanette Cuomo

631-357-1078

757 Crestwood Drive,
St. Augustine, FL 32086
631-848-6910

Beverly Daffner

add cell: 516-383-1746

Marie Manginelli

163 Heritage Circle #215,
Oneonta, NY 13820
607-386-4941

Adelaide DeAnnuntus add cell: 727-475-8853
Peter DiGregorio

add cell: 704-993-7868

Joanne Perrino

joanneperrino23@gmail.com

Karen & Arthur Ehlin add cell: 516-398-6218

John Pinto

Phyllis Heinen

Linda Rocker-Marino add cell: 631-793-6474

add cell: 631-239-1133

Caryn Iorio-Fichtlman 5558 Brittany Terrace,
The Villlages, FL 32163
Edward Jermusyk

24 Old Orchard Road,
Linden, VA 22642
540-422-5322

add cell: 631-786-1420

Gary Roscott

add cell: 631-721-8238

Bonnie Thivierge

add cell: 631-766-7266

Deborah Verre

add cell: 631-366-1768

Ann Wallace

wallaceann96@gmail.com

HEAT USA provides NYSUT members with an exclusive discount that can save
$300-$400 a year on heating oil and service. Visit
www.heatusa.com/nysut today!
Or call 1-888-432-8872

Get multiple auto and home
insurance quotes
- all in one place in a matter of minutes.

As a NYSUT member, you have special
access to Farmers Insurance Choice.
CALL TODAY!

1-866-NYSUT-22
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Time to Renew Your Membership for 2022!
Complete the form below and mail it with a check for $15 made payable to the
Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association by DECEMBER 31st, 2021
We operate on a calendar year and these dues are independent of the STA.

*

IMPORTANT NOTE:
If you receive any endorsed programs & services from NY state other
than a pension, you are required by law to belong to your local retiree
Association – the SSRA
Kindly cut out this coupon and mail it with your check to:
Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association c/o STA office
26 New York Avenue, Smithtown, NY 11787
(For those with more than one address please list your PRIMARY one only)
Name: _____________________________________________________ Year Retired : ____________
Address: ___________________________________________________ Apt. #: __________________
City/Town: ___________________________________________State: __________ Zip ___________
Home Telephone: ____________________________ Cell Phone: _____________________________
Email Address: ______________________________
Affiliation: Circle one
STA

: 
SSEA

Security Guard

* See Dues Payment



SSAA
Nurses

note as explained on Page 2

We provide ELECTRONIC DELIVERY
of our newsletter. Got a

Special Circumstance?
Call John Pettit at
631-584-7564 or email him at
grumpyof@optonline.net

S.S.R.A.
Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association
c/o STA Office
26 New York Avenue
Smithtown, NY 11787

Like
us
on:
facebook
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