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     Volume XVI, Issue 3                                                                         March -  April  2017      

From the Editor’s Desk 

H ere we are more than four 

months after the first call for 

your SSRA dues for 2017 and we still 

haven’t heard from everyone.  Please 

members, if this applies to you please 

do it now. We just don‘t have the man-

power to keep reminding you.  Kindly look in 

your checkbooks before contacting us. You 

can use the form on page 11 of this edition or 

if you prefer go to our website at 

mysssra.com and use the form you will find 

there.  
 

It is especially imperative that the member-

ship be intact in our data base since we are 

planning on putting out a new Members’ Di-

rectory in May. If you are not paid up you will 

not be receiving one.  
 

Back in 2015, President Obama selected John 

King, Jr. as his Secretary of Education. I was 

unhappy then and said so in this column. But 

Dr. King was a teacher at one time and had a 

background in public education rising to 

Commissioner of Education of New York 

State prior to his appointment as Secretary of 

Education. But his replacement, Betsy DeVos, 

has no background in education at all. 
   

DeVos had never attended a public school and          

her  children likewise, never attended a public 

school, only private schools.                          

In Michigan, she spearheaded a campaign 

as an  advocate for private or charter 

schools and a voucher system for private 

schools. She encouraged for-profit char-

ter schools with hefty donations.  
 

At her Senate hearings, DeVos displayed 

her lack of federal education laws now in ex-

istence and made no commitment to public 

education. She had no comprehension of the 

Individuals With Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA), would not commit to preserving  Ti-

tle I funding for low-income students, or   

give a definitive answer as to whether all 

schools receiving public federal funds should 

be held to the same standards of accountabil-

ity. DeVos even wavered on the question of 

whether to use test scores to measure profi-

ciency or student growth. 
 

There is so much at stake in the coming years 

regarding our public schools and it is a shame 

that someone so unqualified will be leading it. 
 

Once again, if you have not yet paid your dues 

for 2017, please do it now (see p. 11). Also, 

see p. 6  for Spring luncheon. 
 

Have a happy and healthy retirement! 

 
 Carl Haymes 

Editor    

 

S.S.R.A. NEWSLETTER 

____________________________________________________________________________

This is the last edition of the newsletter 

you will receive…...if you have not paid your dues for 

2017 



2 

 
                                                Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association                                    
                                                                      26 New York Avenue 

                                                                      Smithtown, NY 11787 

                                                                            (631)265-4218 

                                                            Email: ssraeditor@optonline.net 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                           The Smithtown School Retirees’ Association is affiliated with the Smithtown Teachers’ 

               Association, the New York State United Teachers and the American Federation of Teachers 
 

                     Monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 9:30 AM 

                                                                            at the STA office 
 

All members are invited to attend.  We encourage your input. 

       
      President………………………..…...George Makris 

      Vice President………………...……..      John Pettit 

      Treasurer……………………………….. Susan Fink 

      Recording Secretary………………..Donna Milgrom 

      Newsletter Editor………………..….… Carl Haymes 

      Membership Coordinator/ 

      Social Committee………………………. .John Pettit 

      Communication Liaison……………… .Bobbi Miller  

      RC Delegate………………………….… Lou DeBole 

      Alternate Delegate…………………..Donna Milgrom 

      Sunshine Committee……………….…Winnie Snyder 

      Special Assistant…………………..     Patty Stoddard 

 

Help Protect  Our Retirees’ Health Benefits 
By Andrew Pallotta 

                                                 (NYSUT Executive Vice President) 

 

Help Retirees by Preserving the IRMAA Health Care Reimbursement 
 

We must support full reimbursement of IRMAA Medicare premiums from the state. 
 

Once again, the 2017-18 Executive Budget proposal significantly alters the reimburse-

ment of Medicare Part B premiums for retirees covered by the New York State Health 

Insurance Program (NYSHIP). We were successful, in the last few years, of convincing 

the state Legislature to remove this provision from the final budget. We must ensure 

that they do so again.! 
 

Take action now at the NYSUT Member Action Center to ask lawmakers to support full 

reimbursement of IRMAA Medicare Premiums by the state! 

                                                       (continued on page 8—see Letter) 
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As retirees, we have the opportunities to undertake many diverse and interesting activities 

and trips.  Why not share them with us?  We welcome any stories. poems, volunteer work, 

adventures or whatever you would like to tell your  former colleagues. 

Bill Benziger -  For the last seven years, my wife Debby and I have enjoyed “snowbirding” in 

Clearwater, Florida. It is a very relaxing time of year but it has become  a jumping off point for 

my secret passion of “hiking.” This includes trips to national parks such as Big Bend in Texas, 

Grand Canyon in Arizona and Yosemite in California.  Several weeks ago, I returned to Big 

Bend National park in West Texas for the fourth time. This park is the largest of the system in 

the contiguous 48 states.  It sits between the Rio Grande River (Mexican Border, didn’t see a 

wall yet) and the Permian Basin (Texas Oil Country). The correlation between mountains and 

desert with vast volcanic eruptions and altered sedimentary rock is truly amazing.   

  Vic DeSanctis and I came here in the spring of 1997 on a PDF trip. We rented a Cessna 

Skyhawk aircraft in Midland, Texas.  Flying the 200 miles in the park and seeing it from 2000 

feet above ground level was truly awesome. A lot more fun than a rental car. 

  When I returned to Big Bend my objective was to hike the premier trail, “the South Rim.” This 

involves a 12 mile route, 6 miles uphill with steps and switchbacks. Last year when Ken Matura 

were hiking in the High Sierra’s of Yosemite National Park, a fellow hiker coined a phrase for 

uphill hikes as “UPPIES.” Going uphill in Big Bend means UPPIES everywhere!!! Between 6 

miles up and 6 miles down, which were killing my knees and calves, I would rate this hike as a 

“BITCH!”  Thank god for good boots and hiking poles. Maybe I am getting too old for this 

stuff?  

  In addition, all around the park signs indicated warnings of bears and mountain lions. Bears are 

not interested in you, just your food! If attacked by a mountain lion, fight for your life because it  

wants to have you for lunch. This warning applies mostly to overnight campers.  If you bring an 

umbrella it won’t rain, I decided to use the umbrella strategy. I brought “Bear Spray” so of 

course, no bears. I did see bear poop several times on the trails. I guess that doesn’t count as a 

sighting.  

  Well, enough complaining. I will probably come back again. I have a habit of returning to 

parks I like. Before that happens there is Glacier National Park  and the north rim of the Grand 

Canyon. Vic DeSanctis keeps pushing for Kilimanjaro in Tasmania. 

 

Yvette & Larry Hohler - Our kids are growing up! Elosy Kinya , who we have been mentoring 

since the Home opened in 2005, finished a food preparation course at Nkumbu Polytechnic in 

November. She began working at a hotel in Meru Town in January and is now living inde-

pendently. Kelvin Koome, who was taken off the streets at the same time as Elosy, has complet-

ed a Doctor’s Assistant program at Kenya Methodist University and now works for a local doc-

tor. Thanks to the generosity of one of our fellow retirees, Kelvin Mutuma Naari, is in his  

(see more News of Members p.4)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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       (News of Members cont. from p. 3) 

third year of a medical technology program at Mt. Kenya University. Among the orphans who were 

pre-teens when we opened our doors, we now have a secondary school teacher, a beautician, and a 

cell phone salesman. As our older kids approach independence, we have taken in a new batch of at 

risk children, bringing the number we are responsible for to 86. In order to accommodate them, two 

young men from Long Island visited the Home in January, 

building new bedsteads to replace those that have been in 

use since we opened. By using a “Go Fund Me” appeal, 

Avery Friedman and Kyle Spillane raised enough money 

to pay for the beds and new mattresses. They also deliv-

ered 30 more of those lightly used soccer uniforms that 

were generously donated by the Smithtown Schools Ath-

letic Department last year. (Kyle accompanied us to Kenya 

several years ago with a group from Shoreham Wading 

River High School and Avery first visited on his own after 

high school graduation.)  If all goes well, we plan a return 

visit to the Home in September. If anyone has an interest  

in coming with us, get in touch. 

 

 

Marshall Sussin - Marshall passed away on February 16 in Decatur, Georgia after a battle with 

lymphoma. He taught at Great Hollow and Smithtown Middle School from 1968-1996. Condolenc-

es can be sent to his wife, Louise Sussin, at 225 E. Ponce de Leon Avenue, #307, Decatur, Georgia 

30030. 

 

Marion Knott - I retired in the 90’s and we moved to San Francisco and kept the house in St. 

James. I was so lucky to see a sign asking for volunteers in the school district. It fit 

me perfectly. I signed up and then went to the elementary school in the inner city. I 

have worked with kindergarten, first and second graders. I help in math and reading  

but most of all I read picture books. I love my school. Our bulletin boards generated 

by the classroom teachers and their class are superior to what I saw in Smithtown. 

The teachers are terrific. I see some policies that I dislike but I am powerless to 

change things. When I go into the classrooms, it’s amazing. I don’t feel my age and 

my pains disappear. (The teachers don’t have the breaks we had in Smithtown and the salaries are 

low for what they do.) 

 

Philippa Green - I have been teaching at Chaminade in a consultant capacity. I 

teach nine wonderful young men how to improve their Horn playing. I work with a 

wonderful staff, and faculty, and am enjoying my time there. This is my fourth year 

teaching at Chaminade. Part-time work is WONDERFUL!  

 

Wend Erdman-Surlea - My husband Peter and I received a special Valentine’s Day gift this year. 

A fourth grandchild was born at 6:55 in the morning, February 14th, at Stony Brook 

Hospital.  Liam David Surlea...7 lbs. 12 oz., 21 inches long. He joins his older brother 

Jackson (age 2) in Port Jefferson Station. Their cousins, Ben (age 5-1/2) and Alexan-

dra (age 3) who live in North Carolina are delighted to welcome their new relative.   
(cont. on p. 8, see News) 

Yvette Hohler & Elosy Kinya   
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OFF THE CUFF    

                                 by John Pettit  
 

Membership/Dues: My personal appreciation to all those who have already renewed their SSRA 

membership for 2017. Not only does it save time but also the expense of mailing reminders. If you 

have not yet done so, please take a moment to send your $15.00 annual dues renewal, as this is your 

last reminder. The form can be found elsewhere in this issue or on-line. We’ve added a  link directly 

to the printable dues renewal form (click either “Join/Renew” at the top of the homepage or on the 

Newsletter page). — just a note: The bank has asked that checks be made out to: Smithtown Schools 

Retirees’ Association (rather than the SSRA).  

 

 

Spring Luncheon: Our Spring luncheon will be on Wednesday, April 26 at Ciro’s Restaurant in 

Hauppauge. We have had two previous luncheons there and everyone agreed that the food, service 

and location was excellent. - a great way to join with friends to welcome spring. Please use the 

“reservation form” located on page 6. 

 

 

Internet: I certainly hope that everyone has had success and is enjoying the ease of use of the 

“MySSRA.com” website, as described in the previous issue. 

 

 

Rumblings & Ramblings: Here I sit suffering from the advanced effects of “Cabin Fever” made es-

pecially acute this year since family issues forced us to cancel the annual January jaunt to warm 

weather in the Caribbean. Since we originally had reservations for most of the month, nothing else to 

do was on our calendar - so I am consigned to the couch for either reading or TV viewing. National 

politics has so much dominated the TV for months and being a “news-junkie” as well as a history 

buff, I couldn’t stay away. Now, I’ve been cautioned by the “editorial board” of this Newsletter to 

avoid partisanship or controversy in my writings (so as not to “offend” anyone) there remains little 

grist for the mill.  This leaves me with little other than sports to hold my attention The Giants and Jets 

are done, the Knicks are horrible, the Nets are worse, the Islanders are a little better and the Rangers 

are doing OK.  I have gotten interested in Stony brook Univ. basketball (men’s and women’s) and 

have attended several games - always a good evening out, plus close to home, easy parking. At this 

point, while the political climate remains rather hot, the chances don’t look too good for an early 

spring and the return of milder weather to LI, you can find me on the couch with a book and the re-

mote.  

 

 

A Thought: If you don’t read the newspaper, you are uninformed; if you read the newspaper, you are 

misinformed.  —  Mark Twain  
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   SMITHTOWN SCHOOLS RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION 
 
        Spring 2017 

         LUNCHEON  
        At 

 

              CIRO’S Restaurant 
     

       470 Route 111 (Wheeler Road) 

          Hauppauge, NY  11788 
               (631)761-6378                                                                         
  

 

              Wednesday, April 26 
            Noon to 3pm 
   
                            

                RSVP by Friday, April 21-- include check for $25.00 per person 

   payable to:  Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association 
     

       Mail to:           SSRA  

         c/o STA 

                                  26 New York Avenue 

                       Smithtown, NY 11787      

 

Directions:  Take Route 111 South 3 ½ miles from central Smithtown.  You will cross Route 347  

                  and Route 454 (Vets Highway) -- Ciro’s is on the right side, before the Expressway.  
 

 

Please Note:   At this Luncheon, we will continue our practice of collecting funds for Smithtown 

       area food pantries.  Please consider making a donation to this most worthy cause. 
 

 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Kindly detach here and return this slip with your check _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

     

           Name ______________________________________________ 

   (print) 

 

 Phone __________________________________ 
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Faculty Focus Now On Line 
 

The STA Faculty Focus, the monthly publica-
tion of the active Smithtown teachers, is 
now ONLY available on line. (What this 
means for retirees who paid $50 for a 
“lifetime” subscription is not known at this 
time.) The Faculty Focus can be seen online 
at the STA website: www.smithtownta.com.  
    Additionally, there is a very helpful bene-
fit on the STA website which is dedicated to 
provide guidance related to medical insur-
ance and healthcare issues. It’s called the 
Health Advocate. Check it out! 
Contact Phone Number:  1-866-695-8622 

Online:  http://healthadvocate.com  
 
 

 

 

                                   

 

 

Language is not properly the servant of 

thought but not infrequently becomes 

the master.  

                      ●●●●Clulow●●●● 

 

Answers from students’ papers collected over many, 
many years. Laugh or cry, but enjoy them. If you 
know of any and would like to share them, please send 
them to the Newsletter. 
 

A purpose is an animal something like a 

dolphin. 
 

Monologues are when one person won’t 

shut up. 
 

The revolution in Hungary in 1956 was 

caused by a lack of food for the people. 
 

The letters NATO stands for Not At The 

Office. 
 

An inverted sentence is one that makes 

sense either way. 

Our Condolences to: 
 

Paul Schlesier on the loss of his brother, 
Doug 

 

Eb Mueller, on the loss of his mother, 
Lydia (the family was planning a cele-
bration in March for her 100th birth-

day) 
 

The family of Vic Valente, former dis-
trict science teacher, who passed away 

in January 
 

The family of Marshall Sussin, former 
district science teacher, who passed 

away in February 
 

Katherine Smerechnick, on the loss of 
her father, Dr. Manual German 

 

 

 

                                              

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNkqDSlarSAhWGeCYKHVOLDBQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjobmob.co.il%2Fblog%2Ffunny-personal-branding-cartoons%2F&bvm=bv.148073327,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGcHYR0f7KO4pmeqA6rY


8 

 

(News cont. from p. 4) 

 

Plastics Under Cover: Bobbi Mastrangelo’s 

“Grate Works of Art” 
 

On exhibit at Orlando’s History Center 

Now—April 23, 2017 

 

   A selection of works by award-winning Central Florida artist,  

   Bobbi Mastrangelo, complements our upcoming exhibit, Plastics  

   Unwrapped. Mastrangelo used plastics in creating her trademark 

   “Grate Works” - sculptured reliefs inspired by real manhole co- 

   vers and sewer grates, some decades old. To keep her work light- 

   weight, Mastrangelo carves elaborate patterns into sheets of Poly- 

   styrene and adds layers of cheesecloth and paint. Her finished cre- 

   ations achieve extreme accuracy and elevate manhole covers into 

   works of art, many of which focus on the protection of water.  

 

   Through her Grate Works series, Mastrangelo brings attention to  

    the history and beauty of of the humble cast iron that lies beneath  

    our feet on city streets. 

 

 ____________________     ____________________     ___________________   

 

  Letter (cont. from p. 2) 
 

The 2017-18 budget would freeze the reimbursement of Medicare Part B premiums for all 

NYSHIP retirees with Medicare primary insurance. It would also eliminate the reimburse-

ment of the Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amount (IRMAA) for higher-income re-

tirees. This means that, as the cost of Part B increases each year, retirees would have addi-

tional out-of-pocket health care costs.  
 

Take action now at the NYSUT Member Action Center to ask lawmakers to support full 

reimbursement of IRMAA Medicare premiums by the state! 
 

When we have stood together to demand removal of this provision from previous budg-

ets, the state Legislature has agreed. I urge you to help us, once again, ensure that the 

State Legislature rejects this provision on behalf of our retirees! 
 

Please help! 
 

In Solidarity, 

Andy     
 Andrew Pallotta                                                                                 

Bobbi Mastrangelo with 

“City of Orlando” 

NYSUT Member Action Center  
 

https://mac.nysut.org/ 
 

Download the APP! 
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This page is 

intentionally 

left blank. 

 

 

Changes in members’ 

information have been 

sent separately by 

email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smithtown Central Class of 1967 
 

SCHS67  REUNION  COMMITTEE 
904-716-6929 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 15 AT 7:30PM 
 

SMITHTOWN LANDING COUNTRY CLUB 
495 LANDING AVENUE, SMITHTOWN, NY 11787 

 
MESSAGE FROM HOST 

 

Class of 1967 50th Reunion Weekend 
 

Napper Tandy Casual Get Together  

Friday July 14, 2017-7PM  

at Napper Tandy: 15 E. Main St., Smithtown  

This is a host event open to all. 
 

Saturday July 15, 2017 - 7:30 PM  Dinner/Dance 

with an open bar $100 per person at Smithtown 

Landing Country Club. Valet Parking included 

starting at 7PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send check made out to SCHS67 to: D. Gaulier by 

March 15, 2017  
 
 

Address:              Danny Gaulier 

10010 Belle Rive  Blvd., #1103 

Jacksonville, FL 32256.  

 

For additional information call Danny at the  

above number. 

  
Visit our Facebook page at:  

www.facebook.comSmithtowncentralhighschoolclass1967 

 
Lodging/Hotel information can be found on the  

Facebook page for out-of-town classmates. 
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A Friend No Longer 

by  

Joe Gilkey 

 

It wasn’t so long ago that I wrote an article for the Newsletter about “Having a Friend called Cat-

amaran.” It outlined a litany of duplicate phone calls and emails regarding prescriptions that had 

been ordered. It bordered on pestering and was somehow humorous. Now I have a new prescrip-

tion company and they definitely are not friends. Shortly after the transition from Catamaran to 

OptumRx, I went on line to see if I needed to order refills on anything. A dialogue box came up 

that indicated I had to re-register and I did. The next time I went to the website, I couldn’t get to 

my page because it said my e-mail address was a duplicate and when I put my name in my User 

Name instead of the e-mail address it responded that either my User Name or my password were 

incorrect. After five calls to OptumRx Support, the issue has not been resolved. It became laugha-

ble after a while when the password had been reset so many times I forgot which one was still in 

use. Oh, they were all written down but which one was in play was a real question. I finally got 

someone who seemed to know what they were doing and they found out that I was actually sign-

ing on but that my data had not been brought over from Catamaran to OptumRx so I wasn’t  get-

ting to my page.  

    

She asked if she could put me on a brief hold. Shortly after that another person came on the line 

and asked me all the identifying information I had gone through three times to get to the person 

who was actually working on the problem. He had no clue as to what was happening and in fact, 

was in the phone orders department and had nothing to do with technical support. He also could 

not get me back to the person I was working with. So here I am a week later with a friend no 

longer. Oh, I’m sure I will get this resolved sometime, but in the meantime I’m using the phone  

to order my prescription  refills. Wonder if it is just as costly to get the 90 day supply at my local 

Walgreens? 

 

Did You Know? 

The New York State Teachers’ Retirement 
System has 1,500 names in the unclaimed 
funds account and another 7,400 in aban-
doned accounts. These two lists occur 
when a membership expires due to insuffi-
cient service. Vesting requires a minimum 
of five years service and to remain active , 
members with fewer than five years of ser-
vice must work the equivalent of 20 or 
more days in a school year at least once 
every seven years. 
 

When membership ceases, NYSTRS makes 
every effort to contact former members. 
But for one reason or another, this can’t 
always be done. If you think you might be 
on one of these lists or if you know some-
one who might be, visit the NYSTRS web-
site at nystrs.org, and select the tab at the 
bottom of the home page. You can also call 
NYSTRS at 800-348-7298, ext. 6250. In the 
past there have been teachers from Smith-
town on both the unclaimed and aban-
doned lists.   
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Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! 

 

This is a last reminder for all SSRA members that your annual dues for 2017 were to be paid by 
December 31st. We operate on a calendar year and not a school year. Without your dues be-
ing paid we can no longer send you our Newsletter. You can help reduce our mailing costs 

by completing the form below and mailing it along with a check for $15 made 
out to the Smithtown Schools Retirees’ Association (not SSRA).  
     
Please carefully read the directions below before filling out the form. 
 

 1. if you were a member for all of 2016, kindly pay the $15 for 2017               
 2. If you retired in 2016, you were an honorary member for the remainder of     
         2016 only; (If you subscribe to any of NYSUT’s benefit programs,      
         you are required by law to belong to your retiree association)  
 3.If you joined the SSRA after Sept. 1, 2016, you are considered paid  
         for 2017  
**4. Please be sure to check one of the boxes at the bottom referring to 
         email or paper copy of your Newsletter 

                                                                            

Kindly cut out the form below and mail with your check payable to the 
SMITHTOWN SCHOOLS RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION. Mail to: 

 
SSRA 

c/o STA 
26 New York Avenue 

Smithtown.11787 
_________     __________     __________    __________    __________   _______ 

 

 
 Name _________________________________Year Retired _______________ 
 
Street Address __________________________    Apt. # ____________________ 
 
City//Town _______________________  State _________  Zip ______________ 
 
Telephone No. __________________Email Address______________________ 
 
   Kindly circle any of the above if it is NEW to us.  Do not circle any changes you have already 
                      given to us.  These changes are already in our data base. 
 

   In addition to the above information, please put an X in ONE of the three boxes below. 
 
   I have already opted to receive the Newsletter by email 
 
    I would like to try receiving the Newsletter by email  
 
    I prefer  to receive the Newsletter by regular mail 
  .  
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S.S.R.A. 
c/o STA 
26 New York Avenue 
Smithtown, NY 11787 

Gotta Love the Truth 
Sent by J. Karlak 

 

Senility has been a smooth transition for me. 
 

I think I’ll just put an “Out of Order” sticker on my forehead and call it a day….. 
 

I don’t mean to brag but…… I finished my 14-day diet food in 3 hours an d 20 minutes. 
 

A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight live longer than     
         men who mention it. 
 

Remember back when we were kids and every time it was below zero outside they closed 
         school? Me neither.  
 

I just did a week’s worth of cardio after walking into a spider web. 
 

I love being over 60….. I learn something new every day…..and forget 5 others. 
  

My dentist said I needed a Crown. I said, “you bet, pour mine over rocks.  
 


